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help is aJava package for displaying user help. The figure below is a screen capture of help in the
Bluemont Photo Manager program (www.bluemontsw.com/bpm). help's features include:

* "Simple" help involving text from a single help file

e "Tree" help involving any number of help files organized in a tree that can have any arrangement
of parent and child nodes. A help tree node can have a title and, optionally, an associated help text
file, and, optionally, an associated image file. Optionally, the image file can be zoomed in and out
and can be placed above or below the associated text.

* Help text formatting with the following tags: title, header, paragraph, indented paragraph, lettered
bullet, numbered bullet, emphasis, and color

* User-resizeable text and image panels
* User single or multi-word search of help text, with found words highlighted in color
* Configurable text fonts, text colors, and tree icons

* Standalone programs to view simple and tree help.
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7] Preferences BPM accesses your photos in the folders they are in on your computer. BPM does not =
- Websites make copies of these photos, since that would double the space they use on your disk.

To prevent photos from being lost due to disk failure, you need to backup your photos.
) Other To make this backup as easy as possible, itis best if all your photos are in one folder,
including its subfolders. BPM does not require this arrangement, but it is best. With this
arrangement, a backup of your photos only requires copying the one parent folder to
another disk, such as an external USB disk. The one parent folder should not be the BPM
installation folder; you should not put your photos in the BPM installation folder.

Quick Start
To create an album:

1) Select the Album category in the Category Selector. By default, an album is added to
the " category that contains all albums.

2) Click the Add Album button (+ button) on the Albums Toolbar.

<] M I D 3) In the Album Dialog, enter the album's name and information, such as year and
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License

help is distributed as freeware. It can be used on any number of computers by any number of users and
may be distributed freely. help is provided "as is", and any warranties of any kind, express or implied,
for any use or intended use, on any computing system, are disclaimed, including, but not limited to,
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. In no event shall the software
provider be liable for any damages of any form arising in any way out of the use of this software, even if
advised of the possibility of such damage. By using help, you acknowledge that you have read these
terms, understand them, and agree to them.

Distribution
help is distributed in Zip file help-distrib.zip, which contains the following:

* JAR file help. jar, a non-executable JAR containing all help class files. help. jar must be
placed in the Java classpath.

* Class help.SimpleViewer for standalone program simple-viewer. jar that displays a
simple help, and class help.TreeViewer for standalone program tree-viewer. jar that
displays a tree help.

* Package help.demo, which contains text and image files for a demonstration help tree, and class
help.demo.HelpTreeBuilder that builds the tree. The text and image files are only for
demonstrating the building of a help tree; the files are not meaningful "help".

Getting Started
To get started with help:

e Watch the demonstration video.
* Study this document and the API.

* Study the help.demo.HelpTreeBuilder class, run it to build the demonstration help tree, and
run program tree-viewer. jar to display the help tree.

Class Summary

Table 1 summarizes help classes. Class details are given in the API.

Table 1. Classes

Name Description
HelpNode A node of a help tree.
HelpPrefs Preferences for help fonts and colors.
HelpTree A help tree with all text and images. A
HelpTree file is always named help.dat. See
the API.
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HelpWindow A window (JFrame) that displays a simple help
or a tree help.
SimpleViewer Program class that displays simple help in a
HelpWindow.
TreeViewer Program class that displays tree help in a
HelpWindow.

Help Text Tags

The tags for formatting help text are defined in interface TaggedText .View. See the API. Table 2
describes these tags. A tag is either paired or unpaired. A paired tag is paired with itself to define the start
and end of text to which the tag applies. An unpaired tag defines the start of the text to which it applies,
and the text end is defined by another unpaired tag or end-of-line. The rules for tags are:

* A help text must begin with an unpaired tag, and a paired or unpaired tag must have a space or
end-of-line before it and after it.
* Paired tags can be nested as long as the proper pairing is maintained.

The help.demo package contains help text file help. txt that demonstrates tag use.

Table 2. Text Tags
Tag Type Formatting
.b Unpaired Starts an indented, unnumbered bullet
-h Unpaired Starts a left-aligned header
-1 Unpaired Starts an indented paragraph
.n Unpaired Starts an indented, numbered bullet
-p Unpaired Starts a not-indented paragraph
-t Unpaired Starts a centered title
.e Paired Sets text font to emphasis (see the section below)
.black Paired Sets text font color to Color.BLACK
-blue Paired Sets text font color to Color.BLUE
.gray Paired Sets text font color to Color.GRAY
.red Paired Sets text font color to Color.RED
.white Paired Sets text font color to Color .WHITE
rgb Paired Set‘s text font color to the HelpPrefs rgbTagColor.
This enables use of a custom color.

Preferences

Class HelpPrefs enables setting of help preferences, including fonts, text colors, and emphasis. A
HelpPrefs is an input to a HelpWindow constructor. The HelpPrefs class has a main method that
writes a serialized HelpPrefs. This method can be modified to write a custom HelpPrefs that is read
and used with a HelpWindow. The SimpleViewer and TreeViewer classes demonstrate use of a
serialized HelpPrefs.



